REMARKS 

I . Introduction 

A one-month extension of time to respond to the 
January 18, 2 007 Office action is hereby respectfully 
requested. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge the one-month extension fee to Deposit Account 06- 
1075, Order No. 000293-0002-106. 

Dependent claims 9-23 have been amended to 
correct the claim numbers from which they depend. 
Claims 33-36, 42, and 43 have been cancelled. Claims 1-8 
and 24-32, 37-41, and 44 are also in the case. Further 
consideration of this application in light of the 
following remarks is respectfully requested. 

II . Response to Election/Restriction Requirement 

Responsive to the election/restriction 
requirement in the January 18, 2007 Office action, 
applicants hereby elect the following: 



Species Set 1 
Species Set 2 
Species Set 3 
Species Set 4 
Species Set 5 



FIG. 7a. 
FIG. 10. 
FIG. 12. 
FIG. 36. 
FIG. 25. 

The claims readable on the elected species are 
as follows: 1-5, 7-18, and 20-23. 



3342063_1 



13 



The following explanation is provided for why a 
few of the claims identified above are said to read on 
the elected species. 

With regard to claim 2, elements 437 in FIG. 3 6 
are shown in the same way in FIG. 34, and in connection 
with FIG. 34 the specification states (page 38, lines 12- 
14) : "Alternatively, bands 437 could be serpentine metal 
members that yield by becoming straighter . " 

With regard to claim 3, fingers 436 1 in FIG. 36 
pass through a condition of substantial parallelism with 
a longitudinal axis of the connector in transitioning 
between the conical form shown in FIG. 3 6 and the 
deployed condition (e.g., as illustrated by FIG. 35 and 
with further expansion of balloon 422 1 ) . Note also that 
in FIG. 36 at least the proximal (right-most) portions of 
fingers 436' are shown as substantially parallel to one 
another . 

With regard to claim 7, see the above 
discussion of claim 3 . 

With regard to claim 8, see again the above 
discussion of claim 3 . 

With regard to claim 10, as struts 436' in 
FIG. 3 6 flare radially out, they pull the end of an 
associated graft 530 (FIG. 37) into contact with target 
conduit 20 (see, e.g., FIG. 35). 
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With regard to claim 15, barbs 436" (FIG. 36) 
extend from the radially outer surface of the supporting 
ring, while barbs 436' extend from the left-ward facing 
surface of that ring. 

With regard to claim 18, see again the above 
discussion of claim 3. 

III . The Amendments to the Claims 

As explained in the Preliminary Amendment dated 
October 6, 2003, claims 8-23 were moved from another 
commonly- owned application (No. 09/798,514, filed 
March 2, 2001). These claims were copied accurately, but 
they had to be renumbered to follow claims already 
present in this application. When this claim renumbering 
was done, the dependent claim references to preceding 
claims were not also changed. This is now being remedied 
by the amendments that have been made to dependent 
claims 9-23. 

IV. List of Copending Applications 

The Office action requests applicants to supply 
"a list of all copending applications that set forth 
similar subject matter to the present claims." A list of 
commonly owned, pending U.S. patent applications in this 
general subject matter area is as follows: 
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DOCKet 


NO . 




Appin mo • 


000293 


-0002 


-107 


11/330, 654 


000293 


-0008 


-107 


. 11/060 , 520 


000293 


-0035 


-103 


11/169 , 114 


000293 


-0037 


-106 


10/637 , 213 


000293 


-0040 


-104 


11/144, 209 


000293 


-0042 


-102 


11/285, 856 


000293 


-0052 


-101 


10/678, 405 


000293 


-0053 


-101 


10/678, 403 


000293 


-0059 


-101 


10/813, 447 



All of these patent applications have been 

published. 

V. Conclusion 

The foregoing is a complete response to the 
January 18, 2 007 Office action. Further consideration of 
this application is accordingly respectfully requested. 



Re spec t f ul ly submi 1 1 ed , 




Registration No. 26,183 
Attorney for Applicants 
FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP 
ROPES & GRAY LLP 
Customer No. 147 3 
1211 Avenue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10036-8704 
Tel.: (212) 596-9000 
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